Saint Bernard Locomotion – Part 1
Why Do We Care?
By Stan Zielinski

Do you want to start an argument? Then simply stand up in a gathering of Saint
Bernard fanciers and announce that movement is an integral part of breed type, and
those who ignore correct locomotion in Saint Bernards do a disservice to our breed!
But I am not the kind of person who looks for a confrontation! I would rather have a
quiet discussion in which I simply share the unassailable logic of my position, and point
out the error in your way of thinking. Hence, I would sing a serenade to the wondrous
world of Saint Bernard locomotion.
Over the years I have observed quite a number of people in the dog fancy, be they
judges, breeders or other experts, go through the process of evaluating Saint Bernards
in action. Some people seem to have an eye for analyzing the moving dog, and some
people must work very hard do develop this talent. Unfortunately, it seems that there
are quite a few other people that can’t (or won’t) learn. Those who are not able to be
educated have a problem for which I have no solution. But, those people who would
like to be exposed to a few differing thoughts on this subject should read on.
Since my purpose here is to convince you that you should be very concerned with
movement, I will take on this project in a number of pieces. The first piece is about the
importance of movement in determining the quality of an animal. The second piece is
about the philosophy one must use to determine just what is correct movement in a
Saint Bernard. The third piece will discuss the mechanics of evaluating correct
movement. As an after-thought I have also created a fourth piece which is a little off of
the subject in that it discusses how handlers make the judge’s job much more difficult.
Let’s start with the question, “Why is it so important to appraise the movement of a
dog whose worth we want to determine?” Do you suppose it is because we consider
the dog’s movement to be some sort of artistic expression? I think not! Some people
like to see a hackney gait -- they think it is stylish. Some like to see the head-erect
movement that is appropriate to Sight Hounds, but not to Saint Bernards. Those who
truly understand Saint Bernards, however, like a standard (correct) reach in front and in
back because they think it is beautiful. Beautiful because they feel that such a gait is
efficient and because it is the gait usually associated with correct Saint Bernard
conformation.
What I’m trying to say here is that we do not look at a dog’s gait in a search for
beauty but, rather, as evidence that the dog is both fit and functional. As the proof of
the pudding is in the eating, so the proof of the dog is in the moving.

I really want the readers to think about the logic here. How can an observer evaluate
all of the parts of a dog? By all of the parts I mean the literal thousands upon thousands
of individual components that go into the formation of a dog! Of course, such a task is
impossible – Impossible, unless we look at how all the parts function together. The
reason that judges and breeders must make a thorough evaluation of movement when
judging dogs is that one cannot fully understand the proper conformation of all the parts
nor the correct assembly of all those parts except to observe how the entire package
functions as a unit. I must argue that this is the only reason we look at dogs while they
are in action.
If I could be forgiven for departing from the main topic here for a moment; it is this
idea of judging the total dog as a unit that seems to me to be missing from the judging
of many judges of my breed. While not true of every Saint Bernard Judge, a very
common procedure is to look at the dog standing still and then move the dog down and
back. I have often seen these judges either refrain from putting their hands on the
dogs at all or simply go through a cursory pretend physical examination of the dogs.
Many of these judges give little attention to the side gait, and only go through the
pretense of looking at the side gait because it is expected of them. This sort of
approach to judging dogs is a great procedure for evaluating certain pieces of the dog,
but it is a procedure that is totally inadequate for evaluating the entire dog. And that is
the impression I have of much of the judging fraternity – that they do a good job of
evaluating pieces, but fail miserably when it comes to evaluating the total dog.
Obviously, there are only so many things that one can tell about a dog, or any other
animal, when they are standing still. That is why, when evaluating dogs, most judges
spend more time looking at how the dog moves than they do looking at how the dog
stands. Most judges and breeders, when evaluating dogs, use their eyes first to sort
through the dogs, for general conformation and points of breed type. Most then
proceed to put their hands on the dogs to feel the dog to evaluate other points of
conformation, to assess the dog’s fitness and condition, to check the quality of the coat
and to get an indication of the dog’s temperament. The third thing most people do,
when evaluating dogs, is to see how the dogs move and how the dogs use themselves.
This simply serves as a final check on the first two processes. It is only by this threepronged approach – look at the dog, feel the dog, and gait the dog -- can one truly and
accurately evaluate the total dog.
I want you to think about this point! Does not your innate reasoning tell you that this
following idea is correct? After evaluating all of the parts of a dog, It is only in
observing how a dog uses himself, how a dog moves that we can judge the total dog as
a unit. For what ever reason you are doing an evaluation, an honest job requires you
to choose dogs that are made correctly – to find the best total dog!
And why do we look to reward the best total dog? Simply because that is what we
must seek in order to make progress in developing our breed.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Submitted to the Saint Fancier on March 18, 2015
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

